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        SPIDER MITE CONTROL 
           Amblyseius (Neoseiulus) californicus 
       

 

Product: Amblyseius (Neoseiulus) californicus occurs naturally in California, Florida and in the countries surrounding the 

Mediterranean on strawberries, citrus and ornamentals.  A. californicus develops well at high temperatures. This predatory mite 

better withstands low humidity than other predatory mites. The life cycle can be completed in 4 days at high temperatures 

(30°C). At the same temperature, the life cycle of spider mites is twice as long as that of A. californicus. The adult predatory mite 

lives about 20 days. She lays eggs during 14 days (with an average of 3 eggs a day). An adult Amblyseius californicus can consume 

5 adult spider mites daily and possibly some extra eggs and larvae. 

In crops where it is hard to spot the first two-spotted spider mites, Amblyseius californicus can also be introduced preventively 

even if no spider mites have been found. 

 

Target: The predatory mite Amblyseius californicus feeds mainly on two-spotted spider mites, but also on other harmful mites, 

such as the fruit tree spider mite (Panonychus ulmi), citrus red mite (Panonychus citri), broad mite (Polyphagotarsonemus latus) 

and cyclamen mite (Tarsonemus pallides), and on thrips and pollen. 

 

Release: Amblyseius californicus is delivered per 2000, 10000 or 25000 individuals, respectively in a 250 ml, 500 ml or 1 L 

tube mixed with a vermiculite carrier.  

 

Amblyseius californicus sachets (breeding system) last for up to 4 weeks.  The greatest number of mites are seen in the first 

week of use. Used in temperatures between 8°C and 35°C and low humidity. 

 

Rate: For preventative treatments, introduce 25 predatory mites/m² every 3 weeks. 

For curative treatments, introduce 100 to 200 predatory mites/m² in the hot spots. 

 

For sachets use 1 sachet per 3 to 6 cucumber plants and once during crop cycle.  In Cannabis use 1 sachet per 1 to 3 plant and 

release 3 times during crop cycle. 

 

Notes: The release of Phytoseiulus persimillis in hot spots is a useful addition especially where webbing is present. 

Two-spotted spider mites (Tetranychus urticae) cause a lot of damage. Plant cells are sucked dry, leaving yellow dots on 

the upper leaf surface. Webbing can also occur. A typical identifier of TSSM, are two dark spots on the abdomen. Males 

are faster, smaller and thinner than the oval females. Females deposit 0.14mm oval eggs on the leaf underside. Larva 

hatch with 3 pairs of legs and develop into a protonymph, followed by deutonymph onto adult stage. When full-grown, 

it takes 0.5-3 days before it lays its first eggs (preoviposition period). In warm, dry weather, TSSM reproduce very fast. 

In autumn, gravid female spider mites go into diapause turning orange-red and hide in crevices and cracks in the 

building, to return the next spring when the conditions improve. 

Bug Out! CLICK HERE  to Give Your Insect Friends A New Home. 
Please let us know within 24 hours of receipt if there are any problems with your 

Live Insect Order. 
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