NIC’S BUG OF THE MONTH
YEAR IN REVIEW

SEE YOU IN 2026

2025 YEAR IN REVIEW:

THE GOOD BUGS ARE WINNING... AND THAT'S A

GOOD THING!

If 2025 taught us anything, it’s this: the tiny
heroes of agriculture are having a moment.
From brand-new predators in greenhouses to
thriving native beneficials in our fields, this
was the year nature started flexing some
serious muscle.

Let’s dive into the highlights of a season
where lacewings and mites, became the real
MVPs of pest management.

New Recruits Enter the Greenhouse:

Brown Lacewing & the “Crazee Mite” Join the Fight
Two new commercial beneficials made their North
American debut this year, and growers were very
happy to welcome them to the squad:

« Brown lacewing (Micromus variegatus) - The quiet,
efficient night hunter.

. “Crazee mite” (Anystis baccarum) - The red, rocket-
paced predator with zero chill.

With these reinforcements, growers now have more
powerful tools than ever for tackling aphids, thrips,
whiteflies, mites, and small caterpillars in
greenhouses and high tunnels.
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BROWN LACEWING:
THE NIGHT-SHIFT NINJA

What It Eats
Pretty much everything small and soft-bodied, including:
aphids, mites, mealybugs, thrips, whiteflies, leafhoppers, and
small caterpillars.
Cold? No Problem.
Active down to 4°C (39°F), it's perfect for early-season
suppression.
Foxglove aphid in peppers and ornamentals? Consider them
warned.
Why Growers Love It
« Adults actually hunt, unlike green lacewing adults that
mostly sip nectar.
« Works in low light, doesn’t diapause, and blends into IPM
beautifully.
« No messy honeydew or mummies—great for herbs and cut
flowers.
. Simple release rates: 1 adult/m? preventively, or 100-200 in
hotspots.
In other words: a predator with personality, persistence, and a
very healthy appetite.

ANYSTIS BACCARUM:
THE HIGH-VELOCITY “CRAZEE
MITE”

If the brown lacewing is a ninja, Anystis is the energetic toddler
of the greenhouse—constantly moving, grabbing everything, and
occasionally harassing its siblings.
Why It's Awesome

. All stages hunt.

. All stages move fast.

CROPS: NAT
IES TAKE CENTE
STAGE

. All stages eat pests.

. Especially strong on:
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. Pairs well with parasitoids and other predators for full IPM
coverage

. It's not a one-mite army, but it’s an excellent team player
with big energy.

MORE BIO NEWS COMING NEXT POST



