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THRIPS ALERT: IS . :

Thrips have always been a

THRIPS challenge for an;l/one with
P:\R\TISPINUS ON planjcs' bgt there's a new. p.est

making life even more difficult:
YOUR RADAR? Thrips parvispinus. This
invasive species is spreading
Practical Tips On Thrip through ornamental and sweet
Conrols pepper crops and can cause
significant damage before it's
even noticed.

WHAT TO LOOK 10R

o Silvery or bronzed leaves

e Black specks of frass (feces)

e Distorted or cupped new growth

e Scarred flowers and aborted buds and Thrips hiding in
flowers or growing tips
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WHERE
NATURE
THRIVES

Unlike western flower thrips, T. parvispinus often stays hidden NATURAL INSECT GDNTHDL

deep in the canopy, making early detection more challenging.




BUILD A STRONG
BIOLOGICAL CONROL
PROGRAM

No single beneficial insect provides complete control. The
best results come from combining multiple biological
control agents:

Amblyseius swirskii — Great for prevention and whitefly
suppression.

Neoseiulus cucumeris — Targets young thrips larvae.
Orius insidiosus — One of the most effective predators
once flowers are present.

Dalotia coriaria — Controls pupae in the growing media.

Nematodes (Steinernema feltiae) — Helps reduce
pupating thrips in the soil.

Scout Early, Scout Often
Thrips populations can explode quickly, so regular
monitoring is essential.

Hang blue or yellow sticky cards at canopy height.
Inspect flowers, buds, and growing tips weekly.

Tap flowers over a white surface to detect hidden adults
and larvae.

Record hotspots so releases can be targeted before
populations spread.

Thrips can spread quickly between
houseplants, but a few simple habits can help
keep them under control.

Quarantine new plants for 1-2 weeks before
adding them to your collection.

Inspect plants weekly, especially new growth,
flowers, and the undersides of leaves. Watch
for silvery feeding damage, tiny black spots,
and small, slender insects.

Isolate infested plants immediately to
prevent thrips from spreading.

Prune heavily infested leaves and flowers to
reduce pest numbers.

Wash plants with a gentle shower or wipe
leaves with a damp cloth to remove adults
and larvae.

Early detection and good plant hygiene are your
best defenses against thrips.
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The Bottom Line

Thrips parvispinus and all other thrips are changing the way growers manage thrips.
Success depends on early detection, a combination of biological control tools, and

consistent scouting. By acting early and using an integrated pest management (IPM) |
program, growers can stay ahead of this increasingly important greenhouse pest.




